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SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

“The Sclence Fiction Scene,” a new de-
partment for views, news and genernl dis-
cussion, will begin nppearing in Science
Fictiom Monthly with Lasue Na. 12 { August,
1956).

Plans for the department provide for re-
views of al]l important new British SF booka
an one regular feature. Filma will be
covered by Forreat J. Ackerman, and other
leading overseas saclentifictioniste will be
contributing.

As editor of the planned department 1
take thia opportunily of annauncing It and
saying zomething of what we will try to do
with it. In sclence fiction’s thirty years of
mnygnzine publishing, mony editors have
devated space to bringing newcomers up to
tate an the fleld; mony mogazines have run
reviews and announcements, and many have
invited their readers to add thelr comments.
Nci s0 many attempla have been made 1o
provide o broad coverage of what goes on
in acisnce fiction or to survey the fleld
critically. Becauxe the regular mnagaxines
did not do these jobs, fan publlshing
Jeveloped into n subatitute means of doing
them In the ‘thirties,

Locek of space has always been the
strongest argument! against! such ventures:
but “The Sclence Fictlon Scene™ will regu-
larly run to sixteen pager. The magazine
will expand from 94 to 112 pages 1o accom-
modate [t without cutting down an the
fiction content and the price will stay at
27

It has often been eassumed that anly a
minority of dyed-In-the-wool enthusinats are
interested In nnything except the fiction In
a newstand magazine; but It ia difficult to
believe that nny regular reader of such a
well-developed field of writing entirely lacks
interest In occasional factual discussions of
the Idens It expresses, the traditions and
ranventions it has accumulated. Anany of
them must be curions as tn what kind of
people write far the mngarine, nnd we'll be
ahle to tell them something of the writers'
personalities and viewa of their work.

1 am nure that many of our readers nre
anxious far some reliahle guldance ahout
bookn, These days nitmerous novels are
drscribed ns aclence fiction hy the publishers

Sciencefiction | Sciencefiction

Issuer 0 nnd 10 of Austrnlla’s Secience
Fletion Monthiy.

lasue No. 10 (June) of Science Ficlion
Monihly contzins: “The Day the Sun Died,”
by Danlel ¥. Galouye: " The Underground,”
by Gordon Dickson; * Martyr's Flight,” by
Hnnk Searle, “ Selllng Point,” by Norman
Arkawy: "~ Not in the Scripi,” by Arnold
Marmor.

" The Stars are Ours,” by H, K. Bulmer,
Iz Nn. 8 In Atlas Publicatlons’ Science Flc-
tlon Sertex. One title to appear Iater ls
“Time Trap.” by Rog Phillips.

Atlaos olsa publish Ballyhoo. n mogazinog
best described as funny, thaugh that's an
understotement. It wpecinlises in b hrand
of znny humour verglng on the macabre,
and next issue (Winter, due in June) ia
" Chock Full of Space.” Every item hns a
sclentifictional slnnt, usually on spoce flight,
making the Isaue nn item no 8SF reader
should miss. Wa recommend it hourtily,

Iast year, far example, there were elghty-
four published In England, not caunting the
few undoubtedly SF but not so ndvertiaed

and It 12 hard to guess from announce-
ments ¢r a brief glance nt the book which
ore in 1he rendable to epoch-maeking range
and which ar in the consldernble group
that ahould never hove got into print. The
reader can expect na help fram the better-
clnes mnewrpnpers and genernl perlodicals
which are ugsually n falr gulde In genernl
fiction and =ometimes in non-fietlan, hecaure
If they review sclence fAction hooks at all
thalr reviewers uniformly fall to grasp the
point. Several other SF magurzines do

(Cantinued apn page M
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BOOKS

Since 1849, Evervtt F. Bleiler and Thad-
deus E. Dikty have edited on annual valume,
thelr cholce of the year's best aclence fiction
short storics. Mare recently they have been
choosing & supplementary volume of
"novels,” or storica lang enough to go five
to the valume. For 1853 the twa ideaa are

combined in & 544-page baok ecdited by
Dikty =slone (Frederick Fell, N.Y. 450
dollars).

The contents are: “The Cold Equations™

by Tom Goodwin; “0Of Coursc” by Chad
Oliver: “Dominions Beyond™ by Ward
Moore: "“Guilty ns Chorged™ by Arthur

Poigen: “Carcless Love” by A, C. Friborg:
“Memento Homo™ by W. M. Miller Jr.;
“Mausetrap” by Andre Norton: “Christmans
Trambone™ by R, E. Banks;: "One Thousand
Milea Up™ by F. M. Rablnsan: “How-2' hy
C. D Simak: "Helrs Appoarent” by Robert
Abernathy: *“John's Other Practice” by
Winataon Mnrks: "The Inner Waorlds” by
William AMarrisan; “The WII" by W, AL
Milller Jr.; "Felony™ by James Causcy: “The
Littlcat Peoplc™ by R. E. Bnnks: "One Way
Street” by Jerome Bixhy, “Axoloti” by
Robert Ahernnathy: “Exile” hy Everctt B.
Cole: “Nightmoare Blucs” by Frank Herhert.
One man's cholee for the year's best, hot
ours and no doubl not yours, but an in-
teresting coliection. Our only exception ia

(Continued from page 1)

feature reviews, hut the mon the merrier

competition here does no harm when go
much of the subj-ct is controversial, and in
any cBrie mnny books are not covercd ot
preseant,

Likewise, mnny readera must be intereated
In the Alm industry’s sttempts to put SE
on the sereen, nnd we will cater to this
interest.

There will be a regular column, “ Twenty
Yearas Ago” as a reminder that SF didn't
begin the other day. but has quite nn ~vent-
ful past. The distance it hos come in twenty
years {a shown clearly when we consider
what kind of nalve fancles the readers of
that dny acecpted readlily enough bul the
validity aof mnany of thr old speculations im
plajn now that science has hnd a chance
ta catch up and verify them. Often, par-
ticularly In atomic cnergy and communica-
tions, the writers are shown ta have been
over-cautlous. The feature will be written
with these pointe In mind, covering cach
month whal was current two decndes before.

Though there is no idea of A regulor
letter section, everyone is welcome to write
in. and any commente of outstanding
interest will be quoted as space permils.

Finally, let us nat forget the new reader.
for even to-day it is a2 mislake to nrsume
that science fiction is well or widely known.
Plenty af people have heard of it only
vaguely, If at all, and they're not all hermita
ar head-hunters either. For anyone reading
it for the firmt time. sclence fiction asx pub-
lished In n speciglised magazine must be

to namces appearing more than once in auch
B volume. An Interesting feature {s the
abasnce of 0 mony writers long outstand-
Ing: where are Clarke, Heinleln, Clement,
Kuttner, Sturgeon, de Camp, Asimov, Korn-
bluth, Leinster . . . ? Does this line-up of
comparative newcomers refleet the succeas
of the science fictlon novel over the short
story?

Alag In¢luded are ““The Science Fiction
Yenr,” a survey by Dikty replacing the usunl
repititlous tntroductlon, and “The Sclence
Fiction Baok Index.” which is nat an index
but a checkllat complled by Earl Kemp
of thn year's books, ineluding anythlng re.
molely resembling imaginative fiction, some
odd chalces of children's boaks and some
non-fictlan af posaitile relevance.

~ - =
ACE BOOKS REPORT

In Februnry we publizhed a reprint of
Murmy leinster's "The Fargotten Plaonet”
along with on original novel by Lee Correy
called “Contrahand Rocket”: his first
adutt SF novel, incldentally. In March we
did Phillp K. Dick’a =zecond novel, "The
World Jonea Made' 8 atrikingly different
work1, nlong with “Agcent of the Unknown'
by Mnargaret 5t. Clair, which aaw magazine
publication in Startling as “Vulcan’s Delis™
In April we tnke an experimental venture

at lenst as perplexing oa it s exciting. The
revelation that old-timers remember in read-
ing nbout thr possible world of To-morrow
can &till be experienced by a newcomer
even to-day: but he has some obatacles to
cantend with, the great numhber of common
axsumptions obout our future which are
thrown in casumily., explnined termely or
rimply assumed as part of the reader's
background Quite necexzary, of course -
you ean't these days gel away with stop-
ping for a couple of pages 1a explnin New-
ton's laws of maotion and henhee the basics
of rocketry, hecause now you expect every-
one to knaw that rockets do wark In spnce
and how — hbut il doesn’'t make things any
easier for the lay reader when you also
masume that evervane knows about limiting
veloclty and that If interatellar flight s ever
feaxible it means one of a few altarnatives,
anll equally appalling to contempinte and
quite forelgn to the thinklhg of anyone
unfamiliar with the problem.

In " The Science Fictlon Scene.” there:
fore, we will try to moke the Dpicture leas
obxeure for the man who came in Iate,
This doesn’t mean coming down to kinder-
garten level, but we just aren't golng ta
nxsutme that all our public know as much
abaut SF as we do

That's ahout all I can zay at this stoage
I only wish to add that whalever the detajls,
in “The Science Fictlon Scene” 1 hope that
we willl be doing our hit towards galning
for x¢ience fiction the acceptance and recog-
nitioan which are as yet only a hope for the
fuliire,

GRATIAM STONE
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in the claasica by doing the firast modern
translation of Julen Verne'sn “Journey to
the Centre of the Enrth.,” which hns been
long ocut of print here in other editions,
and we may also do thiz in hard covers for
the library trde.

In May we are doing nn ariginnl by Jerry
Sohl, “The Mars Monaopoly” with an originnt
by R. DeWitt Miller and Anna Hunger
called “The Man who Lived Forever,” which
iz bnsed on Miller's novelette called "The
Mnanter Shall Net Die” In 1938 Asiounding.
In June we hove two more original novels,
“The Crossroade of Time™” by Andre Norton
and “Mankind on the Run™ by Garden R
Dickron, In July we will reprint “Star
Bridge™ by Joek Willlamzon and James
Gunn.

We have on hand, bLul not xcheduled,
“The Players of Null-A” by A. E. van Vogt,
the famous seque] to his "Warld of Nuil-A.”
which he has withheld from book publication
for many years, This may appenr in
September,

Ray Cummings i1 revising hin 19278 “The
Mnan Who Maxtered Time™ for us. Josenh
E. Kelleam is completing a new navel of the
future about a character called “Raiult the
Zarle” We have contracted far Andre
Norton's “Star Guard” for 1957. And I am
warking on two new anthologiea for autumn
publicatian, now titled "The End of the
World” and "Earth In Penl.” That cam-
pletea Ace operations sa of now.

Spenking personally. my third novel,
“One Againsat the AMoon,” will he published
this Autumn by Warld Pub. Co. as a
juvenile SF book.

—DONALD A WOLLHEIM.

{It Is welcome news that Verne iz belng
newly translated, ‘The existing Ebnglish
verniona Are from sgine ity to ninety years
old. and bhath style aml vocabulary are
badly dated. Without suggesting that Verne
should be modernined technically. we hope
to see the reat of hiz novels retranelnted
for the modern render whose world includes
Iater saclence fiction: the adult medern
reader, we might add, not the gchoal bay
the Victerian transinters had in mind—Ed.}

OTHER REVIEWS
Gaolden Atam, 18534-1955; No. 1 new serlies.
Edited by Larry B. Farsace, 187 North

Union Strect., Rochealer, N.Y., US.A.
Before the war Larry publlahed Golden
Atom, a mimeographer mogazine dedicated
to fllling in the background af sclence
fiction for the historically minded reader
and eollector, and as such an autstanding
success. Now, after fifteen years of xllence,
he's hack with a far more ambitlous verslon
—a hundred letterpress pagex of it. Its
cantents are described as “Science Flctien
and Genernl Interest” which is falr warn-
ing. Outstanding In the firat half of a long
reminlscent artiecle by Harold Hersey., who
edited The Thrill Book. the world's first

atiempt atl an Imaginative fictlon magazine,
in 1819; who later published that faacinating
callector's item, Miracle Srience und Fantaasy
Storica of 1831, amang zome 200 other maga-
zlnea; and who, It s hinted, was some-
where |n the back room when Aztounding
staried in 1930. Befaore going any further,
we may as well say thnt we think this jtem
In worth the jasue's price of o dollar: the
rest of (t's not much more than bulk, but
Hersey's worth it.

Farsace edltorialises all over the place,
and writes at great length on “My Attrac-
tlen to Sclence Fietion, Fantasy—and Why."
n gort of combined sutoblogrnphy, shart
history of the fleld, aurvey of every ampect
of i1 Including vague connections elsewhere
in llterature, and genernl ovnluation. Hest
described  as rambling. There's  other
materinl, but forget It. Farsara saya that
“My main hope for future izsaues will be to
write much less of the material and, if
posslble, to merely edit™ Here's hoplng. He
would do well to writa about o few sub-
lecta, ane ot 2 time, and contro] the impuise
to thraw in parenthetic quates, appeals to
autharity and whot almost amount to free-
narocintion responses. There's a lot af in-
formnation here, but {t'a a hit too breathiess.

Our verdict -recom mended; malnly for the
Hersey article; partly for the innumernhle
little-known fncts, particularly datex and
bicgraphical detalis; not at all for the so-
called “genernl Intereat™ and sclf-cangratu-
Iatory verbiage. Price ane dallar, or 11.55%
for this and the next lesue.

IN GENLERAL

The Brltish mogazine Encounfer for
January, 1858, has a long review of “The
Quartermnss Experiment.” what sounds
like a very avoidable British pauedo-scisnce
harror film. by one David Sylvester. Titlad
“The Anglicisation of Outer SBpace” the
artlcle ts nevertheleas recommended: Its
comparison with American cffarts in the
same line |la worth reading.

Richard Wllson 1a an old-1ime New York
fan from the days when members of the
Futurian Society of N.Y. edlted and largely
wrote half a dozen news stand magazines.
Though not as well known ns others of that
group (Kornbluth, Lowndes, Pohl, Kubilius,
Wollhelm . he has written some good short
stories, such aa “If You Were the Only™
and a recently publixhed book. “The Girla
from Planet Five." which reviewers rcport
an pood satire. He {a on the committes for
this year's New York Convention, and at
present ls working in Londan temporarily.

The name of Frank Bryning was Intro-
duced (o British renders with “Place of the
Throwing-atick”™ in March New Worlda,
Previously his starles have appeared first
in Australian mnasgs circulation magnrines,
and In mosat cases in America In Fantastic
Universe. \Watch for "-——and a Hank of
Hnir™ Iateat in his space atation serien,
coming up in the Awatratian Journal,
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30ch ANNIVERSARY
AMAZING STORILS

Tho April, 1958, lasue of Ama=zing Storiex
In mostly n reprint lasue, appropristely in
the 30ih annlversary lIssue representing
atories representative of varions timea:
that's the Iden, nn¥way. The actual aelection
mny not strike all of us na truly repre-
sentative. In chrunnlogical order, the izaue
containe: “Advanced Chemlstry” by J. G,
Hueckala 1 Mareh, 1927): “John Jonea'
Doliar” hy Harry Stephen Keeler t(April,
1077); “The Sinr of Dead Love” by W. H.
Grny 1Mny. 1927); “Solander's Radio Tomb™
by Ellis Parker Butler 1June, 19271; “Letter
of the 24th Century” by Leslie F. Btone
1 Dec., 1029); "The S8word nnd the Atopen™
by Taylor Greenfleld tJan., 1930); "The
Jamezon Satellite” by Nell R. Jones (July,
1921); “The Rat Racket” by David H. Keller
(Nov., 1931); *“Wanted, Seven Fearlesa
Englneers™ by Warner van Lorne (Fob,
19393 : “Mr. Craddork’s Amazing Experience™
by W. ¥. Temple (Feb., 18239): “The Strange
Flight of Richard Clayton" by Rabert Bloch
{Mnrch, 1938): "The Flame from Nowhere™
by Enndo Binder 1April, 1929); “The Deadly
Sllme” by F. A. Kummer Jr. (June, 1839);
“The Day Time Stopped Moving™ by Brad-
ner Buckner (Oct., 1840); “Vanished Civilisa-
tion™ by Joseph L. Milard (Feb, 1832);
“Raobat AL78 Goes Astray™ by Izanc Asimov
1Feb., 1852): “Wacky Waorld” by Edmond
Hamilton March, 142); “"World EBeyand"
by Ray Cummingas (July, 1942); “The
Eterna! Wall” by Arthur Leo Zagat (Nov,
1942)1; “The First Hundred Years Get You
Nowhere” by Conatance R. Dowd tAinrch,
19435).

Far some unknown reason "a photostat
of the orlgina! illustration used when the
story firat appeared will be given to each
artist" fcurrent artisis, that fs) > . . . with
inatructions to study it and do that Illus-
trotion in his own atyle.”

Sam Moskowitz has a long orticle, “What
Man can Imagine . . . © on predictions In
early zclence Nction which have since bern
realined.

Paul W. Fairman has returned ta
Amazing and Fantaxtic as Managing Editar,
a poaition he left in 1854.

CONVENTIONS

New York wns the alte, at the time of
the 19280 World'sa Fair, af an amblitiously
named World Science Fiction Cenventlon.
The name hnrg stuck, and the sannual
American meetings have carried it ever
since, Sentlment In favour of a genuine
Internntional affalr has been yrowing for
some time, however, and Landon was sup-
ported by many as the site for this year'a
“Warld™ Convention. New York was selected
instend, but it seems Itkely that London
will ba recognised in 1857. What such re-
cognition wlil mean is hard (o formulate,
except that there whould be no national

meeting in America that year, maral support
and some cash will po to the London
organisers, and a few Ameoricans will makae
the trip over.

But perhaps it mny at least produce some
coneriderntion of tho anomalous position
that national Conventions are held without
more than n ghndow of B sponsaring boay,
ta which every visitar Is a delegate, which
la to say that no organisations send dele-
gatles and no decizlons mnde produca any
action supart from preparations faor another
meeting af the anme kind the following year,

The 1858 Convention will he held the first
week-rnd in September ot the Blimore
Hotel. Guest of Honaur will be Arthur C.
Clnrke, and probably moat of America’s
tmpartant names in the field will be present.
The Committee’s address is Box 272, Radio
City Statlon, New York 18,

The annual Went Coast Conference wlll
e held on June 30 and July 1 in Orkland,
Californin. Early announcements name
Richard Matheson {author of “Born af AMan
and Waman,” cle.) as Gueat of Honour.
Other speakers named include Anthony
Boucher, Pout Andersun and Robert Bar-
bour Johnson. A panel discussion on ““The
Future of the Thinking Man™ i{a a feature.
Conferrnce site ls the leamington Hotel:
address for inquiries, Conference Committee,
432 ‘Twenty-third Avenue, Oakland 6, Cal.

S.F. IN GERMANY

{From Julian arr)

The German SF muoyozine Utopia appears
In two distinct series nt different prices, a
Klrinband and Grossband; neither ia what
we usunlly expect of o magazine, ms they
feature normrelly only one complele novel
An experimenial Sonderband iasue produced
eurly this year was intended to AN the
gap, nnd if succesaful wns to be the Mrat
of n quarterly aeries. DPrinted on better
paper. the Imaue Included =horts hy such
well-known U.S. writers as Heinlein, Gallun
and Rocklynne, as well as articles by R. S
Richardson and Forreat J. Ackermon.

The Science Fictlon Club Deutschland,
founded late last venr, is moking a good
ahowing. It produces & newaletiler and pro-
videa varloux services —— discount on hew
SF books 10 members, for Inztance nnd
has puhlished a tentntlve blbliography of
SF In German under the title “Dle Zukunft
Im Buch”® running to 14 mimeographed
pages and liating some five hundred titles
with fragmentnry Information,

The Berlin publishers Gehrlider Welns
tiave been issulng an SF newsletter of their
own. including much of genernl interesi
berides plugs far thelr own books.

In Wetzlar In January a “Convention™ wnoa
arranzed by loeals, nnd actlve fans met for
the first time in force in Europe. Jan
Jennen, of Antwerp. nttended. making It
internntionsl, even If you don't count resi-
dent American nnd British fans like myself
nnd Eliz Miils, of Frankfurt.

!:.':b. SAipeing N_n-wam Ltd,, 1h Bond Srreer Sytiney
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